
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 3, 2013   
 
Dear Congressional Leaders, 
 
As pastors of the Catholic Church in Washington State, we are deeply concerned about the human 
suffering caused by our deficient immigration system. We are writing to urge your support for 
comprehensive immigration reform legislation that respects the human dignity of migrants and reflects 
the unique soul and character of America. 
 
As we note in our joint statement which we have provided for your information, the U.S. immigration 
system is deficient for everyone: taxpayers, employers and immigrants alike. In our view, comprehensive 
immigration reform will restore the rule of law by creating an immigration system that facilitates legal 
entry and presence, unlike our current system which fails our needs for national security, economic 
development and social justice. 
 
We, the Catholic bishops of Washington State, favor moving forward legislation that includes the 
following considerations:  

1. The path to citizenship should be made more affordable and accessible for undocumented 
immigrants and their families. We oppose legislation that eliminates or makes inaccessible a 
path to citizenship. 

2. Family unity should be enhanced in the legal immigration system. 
3. A viable and robust program for low-skilled workers to enter and work legally should be 

included, with appropriate worker protections.  
4. An increase in the number of visas should be made available to reduce backlog and help reunify 

families.  
5. Reform must include both adequate border security and protection for the due process rights of 

immigrants. 
6. The root causes of migration should be addressed through changes in U.S. trade policy, strategic 

investments in international economic aid, debt relief and other initiatives which would reduce 
the number of people forced to migrate in order to survive. 

7.  
We have forwarded our statement to every parish in Washington State and we are mobilizing our 
people through various events to raise awareness and organize broad support for a legislative solution. 
We write to urge your support for humane immigration reform because we can — and must — create a 
system that promotes human dignity, enhances respect for our nation’s laws, and reflects our proud 
heritage as a nation of immigrants. 
 
Thank you for your consideration in this matter and for all you do to promote the common good. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Archbishop J. Peter Sartain, Seattle; Bishop Joseph Tyson, Yakima;  
Bishop Blase Cupich, Spokane; Auxiliary Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, Seattle 


